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SINCE thiſs Sheet wet to the reſo 
Y ny Bookſeller ſext we d Pamphlet enti- 
ted, A modeſt Enquiry into the Reaſons of 
the Joy expreſs d by a. certain Sett of Peo- 
ple upon the ſpreading of a Report of Her 
. 17055 Not to mention an Invi- 
dious Turn « 
it) in Page 22. where he tells us with a 


\ 0 f } 


- 


round eAſſurance, The Rejoycing Party have 


« no ot her Grievance (that he knows of) than 
« when they have taken our Coat, (he would 
have ſaid) that we will not give them our 
Cloak alſo. T ſhall only obſerve that he brings 
a Foreigner upon the Stage, whom he makes as 
little to underſtand the Nature of the Engliſh 
Conſtitution, as this Namele(s Author; but to 
expreſs ſuch a eg as are unbecoming 
the Heart, muc 
man. *Tis eaſy to gueſs the Party he dreſſes 
ap under the Name of a Foreigner, it will put 
him hard to it to Inſtance in ＋. one Perſon, I 
verily believe, who at thoſe Publick Places 
be mentions, ever utter'd ſuch vile Words. 


eAs 


a ſacred Text | 510 20 Worſe of 


more the Pen of an Engliſh. 
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As for Her Majeſty's Proteſtant Diſſenting 
Subjefts,1 know 1 can Jay, There is not. a 
Seti N People mort thankful oy her Gracious 
Toleration, and the 5 ucceſſes of her Glorious 
Reign. Under God we rely on her Royal 
Wi wes and the, repeated. e om the 

5055 V for the ny N No 7 5 
ever. pray for her proſperous Reign 
255 beſt 2550 1g t 77 4. ower'd F< 
of her. But as, for thiſe who are other- 
wiſe, minded, O .my Soul, come not thou into 
115 Secret! Unto. their Af ey mine. Lg 
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PSALM exxii. 9. | 


Bode of the Houſe of. the Lord « our 
| God, T1 wil Fes thy good.” © 


H E Title this Pſalm bears, is, 4 * 
of Degrees of David; this, with Four- 
teen more ſhort P ſalms have the 
_ ſame Title; they are nes „ Songs of 
fi Degrees, or ' Aſcents. The reaſon of 
which Appellation ſeems to be taken either from 
their ſingular Excellency, or the Elevation of 
the Voice in finging them, or the Muſick to 
which they were ſet; but be this as it will, this 
Pſalm is full of Devotion, a noble, brave, Ca- 
tholick Spirit runs through it, and it is very 
probable was compoſed by David for the Uſe of 
the People of Iſrael, when they came up to Feru- 
ſalem to worſhip at the Three Solemn Feaſts. 

I was glad when they ſaid unto me, Let us go 
into the Houſe 45 the Lord. Our Feet ſhall ſtand 
wit hin thy Gates, O Jeruſalem. Whither the Tribes 
go up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the Teſtimony 
of Urael, to give thanks unto the Name of the 
Lord. Upon which, he calls on others to 
with. well to Jeruſalem, to pray for her Peace 
and Proſperity, and then reſolves, that whatever 
they do, he will approve | himſelf a faithful 
Friend to Jeruſalem. 1 will now ſay, Peace le 
within thee; and to my * 1 will add fin- 
cere 


S 


oo 
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cere Endeavours, I will ſeek thy Good ;, and that 
not only for my Brethren and Companions ſake, 
but much more becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 

Chron, 97 God that is built there. He had 
— 4 5 ſet his Affection to the Houſe of his 

God, took great Pleaſure in Publick 
Worſhip, and for that reaſon would pray for the 
Peace, and ſeek the Good of Feruſalem. 

I ſhall take an occaſion from theſe Words, 
to diſcourſe on Two General Heads which lie 
very naturally before us in them. 


I. That it is the Property of the People of 
God to ſeek the Good of FJeruſalem, They are 
Men of a Publick Spirit. e 


II. The Principle from which they act, and 
which excites and animates their Courage and 
Concern, is the Love they bear to the Houſe of 
the Lord their God, the true Religion which is 
profeſs d and authoriz d among them. 


I. General. That it is the Property of the 
People of God to ſeek the Good of Feruſalem, 
they are Publick-ſpirited Perſons: Here both 
Sexes may diſtinguiſh themſelves, and it is their 
Duty to do ſo ſome way or other as they have 
opportunity; of which more anon. | 
By the Good of Jeruſalem, I would be un- 
derſtood to mean the Civil Peace, Honour, 
and Welfare of our Country, the Preſervation 
of our Laws and Liberties, the Fundamental 
Rights of our preſent happy Conſtitution. How 
and in what Manner we are obliged to ſeek 1 
1138: 5 Good, 


! 


— 


The Heroick Chriſtian. 7 


. 
2 — 


Good, ſhall be ſhewn after IJ have preſented you 
with a Cloud of Witneſſes of the beſt of Men 
and Women that ever were in the World, to 
juſtify my Aﬀertion, 8 
And to begin with that brave and generous 
Soul Moſes, who laid the Welfare of Iſrael fo 
much to Heart, that he was content to part with 
his own Happineſs rather' than ſee that People 
periſh ; nay,” he would rather die himfelf, than 
they ſhould be cut off: For ſo he intercedes 
with Heaven upon their account. If thou wilt 
not pardon this their Sin of the Calf, E. Fa 
blot me I pray thee out of thy Book, that 2. 
is, let me die if my Life might go for © 
theirs : Upon which God is repreſented as 
ſtaying his Hand, becauſe Moſes his * . 
Choſen ſtood before him in the Breach, e 
to turn away his Wrath, leaſt he ſhould © 
deſtroy them.. With what Courage and Bravery 
did 95 ſignalize himſelf for his Country-men, 
even in Egypt, when they were in Bondage to a 
cruel and tyrannical Prince? No ſooner 2 11 
did he ſee one of them ſuffer Wrong, but 2. 
he defended him, and avenged him that ma. 
oppreſſed, and ſmote the Egyptian. His gallant Spi- 
rit was not capable of being brib'd by the Pleaſures 
and Profits' of Pharoah's Court into any Meaſures 
deſtructive of his Country's Good; neither did he 
fear the Wrath of that incenſed Tyrant, but be- 
came the Captain-General of a poor deſpiſed Peo- 
ple, and God by his Hand did deliver them. 
Thus did Phineas the High-Prieſt act a Part 
worthy of his Character and High Station 
in that Common-wealtb, when in the Caſe 
” B 2 of 


—— — — ͤ——— . — — — — Ine ng: — 
" Bs © AER 
„ 
n ” 
: A 
* 


Fo The e 


— we 3 - FRY, ä PFF ²˙ A ER OO LOI IIS COS, 


of che Iſraelites defiling themſelves with 83 

Midianites, he ſtood up and exe- 

ya 2 cuted Fudgment ; and ſo the Plague was 

ſtayed, and that was counted unto him 

for ee unto 15 ge, oy |, eDer- 
ore. K 2 

In Pl next place we have Debondd, a Julge 
in I{rael; Triumphing for the Gloriesgf Fe Day, 
when the Canavitiſh General fell by the Hands 

of a noble Heroine Jael, the Wife of 
99 Heber the Kenite, Bleſſed. \ſhall ſhe be 

above Momen. He acked- Water, nag 

ſhe'gave him e Mill; ſhe brought forth Butter in 4 
lordly Diſh, ſbe put . to the Nail, and her 
righti Hau to the Workman's Hummer. pins with 
ber right Hand ſhe ſmote Siſera, ſhe ſmote off his 
Head, when ſhe. had pierced and ſtricken through his 
Temples : And then ne concludes her JF with 
this generous With, So let all thine Enemies periſh, 
O Lord; but let them that love him, (i. e.) Iſrael, 
be as the Sun when he goeth forth in his might ! 

It was a Brave and Heroical Reſolution, of 
Uriah,” à famous Soldier. He would not go into 
his Houſe. to eat or drink, or to lie with his 
Wife; he would take no Complacency i in the 


Pleaſures or Comforts of Life: For the Ark 


(ſaid he) and Iſrael, and Judah abide in Tents, 
and my Lord Joab, with the Servants of my Lord, 
are encamped in the open Fields, q. d. My Religion 
and Country are in the utmoſt Danger, and ſhall 

: Uriah be ſecure! No: He tells the 


| bes | King roundly, As thou liveſt, and as 


thy Soul liveth, I will not do this thing. 
Tis a pretty Note of one on this Text, he Raps 
. 5 | out 


— 7 
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out an Oath like a Soldier, which he might have 
well ſpared; but yet he ſhews a moſt Generous 
and Publick Spiele: And this was no {mall Ag- 
gravation of David's Sin. 
Mehemiah likewiſe was endowed with this pub- 
lick genteel Spirit, tho he was the King's Cup- 
bearer, in àa Place of Honour and Profit, and 
enjoy'd all the Pleaſures and Diverſions Artax- 
erxes's Court could afford him, yet his Counte- 
nance could not but be ſad to conſider, how the 
City and Place of his Father's Sepulchres lay 
Waſt, and the Gates thereof ' conſumed 24 
Fire : Hereupon, he was not at reſt till he had 
obtait'd the King's Leave to go to Judah to build 
the City of his Father's Sepulchres: He went ac- 
cordingly and finiſh'd the Work, notwithſtanding 
_ the artful and violent Oppoſition of Sanballat and 
Tobiah, who were griev'd exceedingly, Net. ! 
that there was come 4 Man to ſeek' the ; 5 4 
Welfare of the Children of l{rael. e 
How Heroically did Queen Eſther venture her 
own Life in Behalf of her Country- men the Jem, 
who were deftin'd to Death by Haman's Means ? 
She was reſolv'd to go in unto the King not being 
ſent for, contrary to the Law, and ſaid ſhe, A 
periſh, 7 periſh "ſhe obtains the King's Favour, 
and bath the Decree revers d. This was agree- 
able to Mordecai's Advice, who was a Man of an 
excellent Spirit, and thus ſent to her, 
Think not with thy. ſelf that then ſhale fr 
eſcape in the King's Houſe more than all " | 
heh Jews; for if thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at 
this time, then ſhall there Enlargement and Deliver- 
_ * 10 the Jews row another Place, but thou 


and 
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and hy Father's Houſe ſhal be deſtroy TY And who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the Nan R Jo 
ſuch a time as this? 

The Pſalmiſt, a. the People of. God, 8 
moved with the ſame Spirit, when in Babylon they 
fat down, and wept upon the Remembrance of 
Zion; they hang'd their Harps upon the Willows, 
laid aſide all Signs and Means of Mirth, becauſe 

Pram of her diſtreſſed Caſe: FI forget thee, 
en. 0 Jeruſalem, let my right Hand forget 
ber cunning: If 1 do not remember thee, 
let my Tongue cleave to the Ryof of my MeV; 
ﬀf Tprefey not Jeruſalem above my chief Joy. 

The Prophet Feremiah's Heart was — af. 
focted, and did greatly ſympathize with the 
Church in her deſolate State, under Captivity, 
as appears from his moſt pathetick Lamentations 
over her in the Book that bears that Name. 

And what ſhall J more ſay? For the Time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, 
and of Sampſon, and of Jeptha, and of David 
alſo, and » 5 and of the 1 — All theſe 
Worthies did very much lay to Heart the Welfare 
of Iſrael, and were e concern d for its 
Proſperity. e 131 

Come we to the New Tefbemient: and there we 
ſhall find St. Paul in an Exſtaſy of Zeal for the 
Un. Good of his Country- men; he could 
4; 0p with - himſelf accurſed from: Chriſt- for 

His Brethren, his Kinſmen according to 
the Fleſh, 4 — 1 m Zeal run for the 
Rom „ Publick G e ſolemnly profeſſe 
_ * It was his Lens Defire wh 8 
god for Iſrael, that they might be ſaved. 
RAR -- 8 , To 


8 * m_— * 
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To the ſame Purpoſe doth he direct, and backs 
it with his own Example, Give none 3 
Offence, neither to the jews, nor to the 12 5 . 
Gentiles, nor to the Church of God, even 
as I pleaſe all Men in all things, not ſeeking mine own 
Profit, but the Profit of many, that they may be ſaved. 
- But the brighteſt Inftance of this kind was our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, whoſe Divine Soul 
burn'd with that generous Pity and Love to 
Mankind, that he willingly, left the Realms of 
Light, his Father's Boſom, to tabernacle in our 
ſinful Fleſh; he deny'd himſelf all that Glory 
he had with the Father, and took upon him the 
Form of a Servant, and was made in the Like- 
neſs of Men, and in that Nature offer'd up him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice to God in our ſtead, being obe- 
dient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
This was true Philanthropy, and Generoſity of 
Soul. The Apoſtle urges to a Publick Spirit, toa 
Concern for the Good of others, from this In- 
ſtance in his Epiſtle to the Philippians, Philip. ii. 
Look not every Man on his own things, 4 28 18 
but every Man alſo on the things of others. © 
Let this Mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt 
Feſus. So likewiſe in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, Let every one of us pleaſe 
his N eighbour for his good to Edification; 
for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, 24] 
This Character is given of him by one of 
his- conſtant Attendants, that he went 5 
about doing good both to the Souls and As x. 
Bodies of Men. He came to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt; he evidenc'd 
ſo deep a Concern for the Welfare 


Rom. xv. 
2, 3. | 


Luk. xix. 
10. 


of 
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of his Country, as that upon the Proſpect of the 
Rum of Jeruſalem by the Romans, tis 
2 _ ſaid, When. he came near he beheld the 
15 City, and wept over it. 
: "Wherefore ſeeing. we are compaſſed about with 
ſo great a Cloud of Witneſſes, let us follow their 
excellent Example in ſeeking the Good and Hap. 
pineſs of our Jeruſalem. How and in what 
Manner you are to do it I proceed to ſhew, * 
I judge it neceſſary to premiſe that this muſt be 
done in a lawful and warrantable Way; you 
+. _.., muſt take no indirect Courſe to do it, 
Job xiii. not ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk de- 
Ty ceitfully for him. Tis a clear and unde- 
niable Truth of the Apoſtle, We muſt not do Evil 
that Good may come of it. We muſt alſo ſeek its 
Good in a prudent and orderly Way : It was the 
Character of the Men of War that came to David 
at Hebron, out of the ſeveral Tribes of Jſrael, 
that they could keep Rant, ſuch as are engag'd 
in the Publick Good muſt be ſure to keep their 
© Chr. 353 ſeveral Ranks and Stations, every 
38. Chriſtian muſt keep his own Place, the 
Magiſtrate his, the Miniſter theirs, and 
the People alſo theirs, otherwiſe there will be 
nothing but Confuſion, and every evil Work in- 
ſtead of the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 
This being premis'd, I ſhall lay down a few 
Things that are very proper and conducive to 
the Publick Good, in the doing of which you 
will ſhew your ſelves to be Men of a Publick Spi- 
rit, and to have the Publick Good, the Good and 
Happineſs of your Country at Heart. 


More 
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More generally, let none of us ſeek phil. ii. 
our own Things, our own Honour and wh ERAS 
Advancement, our own Credit and Ap- 
plauſe, our own Profit and Gain, our own Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction, to the Neglect of the Pub- 
lick; the former muſt at all times give way to 
the latter, and our own Eaſe muſt not be con- 
ſulted when the Publick is in danger. Tis one 
of the Properties of Charity not to ſeek 28 
her own; and *tis a Goſpel Rule, Let 3 
no Man ſeek his own, but every Man 4 Chap. x. 
nother's Wealth, The Apoſtle ſpeaking 24 
of the Laſt Days, puts Self-love in the 
Front of Vices that ſhall then abound 5 __. .. 
Meri (ſays he) ſhall be Lovers of their + ns 
own ſelves, conſequently Covetous, Boaſters, *" _ 
Proud, Blaſphemers, Truce-Breakers, Falſe Accu» 
ſers, Incontinent, Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that 
are good, Traitors, Heady, High-minded, Lovers of 
Pleaſures more than Lovers of God, having a Form 
of Godlineſs, but denying the Power thereof; from 
ſuch let us turn away, Theſe are the Perſons who 
make the Times perilous. Os. 

But to be particular. 


1. Labour after united Hearts and Minds; Je- 
ruſalem is builded as a City that is compact toge- 
ther; in this lies its Safety. Union in Affection 
(if it may not be had in judgment and Opinion) 
would mightily help forward the Cauſe of 1/raet, 
What will not united Forces do? It will ftrike 
Terror into the Churches Enemies, and ſtrengthen 
the Hearts of Friends : It will promote the Pub- 
lick Good, and tend to the Glory of Feruſalem : 
C Behold 


14 The Heroic Chriſtian, 
pra Behold how. good, and hom pleaſant it i it is 
tw: for Brethren to dwell to ether in Unity, 
cxxxiii. 2 * 
as the Dew of Hermon, and at the Dew 
that deſcended on the Mountains of Zion ; for there 
the Lord commanded the Bleſſing, even Lafe for 
| evermore. Our Saviour has told us, 
Mark li. If a Kingdom be divided againſt it ſelf, 
_ that Kingdom cannot frand ; 2 as it 18 
_ 1K. in the parallel Place, zs brought to deſo- 
. lation. When there are inteſtine Heats 
and Diviſions, and the People crumble Tb, Par- 
ties, Ephraim againſt Mana and 
Ii * * Manaſſch again at Ephraim: It is not 
to be wonder'd at, if the Publick ſuffers, 
and both join together againſt Judah, 
Rom. xi. Tet us therefore follow after the things 
om. xiv. 
19. which make for peace, and things where- 
with one may edifie another. 
2. Endeavour after a Reformation of Manners. 
Nothing ſo much tends to the Bleſling of a Peo- | 
pulwK'ẽe, as Religion and true Goodnels. 
. Righteouſneſs (ſays Solomon) exalteth a 
4. Nation ; but Sin is a Reproach and Bane 
Exell. ix. to any People. If, as the ſame Royal 
| Author obſerves, one Sinner deſtroys 


| much Good, what a Deſtruction will Mul- 
| titudes of Sinners bring down upon a Nation? The 
Iſaiah , Prophet denounces a Woe unto them 
18. by that draw Iniquity with. Cords of V. anity, | 
and Sin as it were with a Cart-rope, 

Theſe hardned Wretches haſten a Peoples Rum, 
and, if I may be allowed to ſay, precipitate the 
Almighty to deſtroy us before the time. They 
are very injurious to the Publick Good, thar go 


on 
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on in a Courſe of Sin, in "Lefiance to the Methods 
made uſe of for Reformation: Where- g 
fore, as you would approve your ſelves "0M og 
true Lovers of your Country, repent 
and turn 2 all your Trap reſſions, ſo Tniquity | 

all not be your Ruin. If we turn every | 
5 from his rol Way, and from the Vio- * ag ah 
lence that is in our Hands, who can tell if | 
God mill turn und repent, and turn away from bis 
fierce Anger, that we periſh not ? 

3. Be much in Prayer to God; Pray for the 
Peace of Feruſalem, * him no reſt till he eſta- 
bliſh, and till he make our Feru/alem a Praiſe in 
the Barth. Prayer hath a mighty Influence on 
the Publick Good; Abraham, in his Interceſſion 
for Sodom and Gb Fab, had prevailed, if Ten 
Righteous Perſons had been found there. What 
Succeſs, may not we hope for, if we beſiege the 
Throne of Grace with ſtrong Cries and incelfang 
Supplications ? If the effectual fervent | 
2 45 of One righteous Man availeth | James *. 
much, as we are inform'd it doth; 
how prevalent muſt be the united Prayers of 
the Godly i in a whole Nation? 

4. To your Prayers add ſtrenuous and conſtant 
Endeavours. Prayers and Deeds ſliould go toge- 
ther. It is not enough for us to wiſh well unto 
Zion, we ſhould endeavour alſo with our Hands 
to build her up, not only pray for Jeruſalem, but 
alſo ſeek her good, in the City as well as in the 
Ch in the high Places of the Field, if called 

forth thereto, as well as in the Council; Gal. 

1 vi. 
As we have opportunity let. us do { ant unto 


al Men, * unto them who are "of 75 10 
2 the 


9 
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the Houſhold of Faith : And let us not be weary in 
thus well-doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if 
we faint not. EE e 
By theſe means we become inſtrumental in 
promoting the Good of Feruſalem, and deſerve 
the truly honourable, . but almoſt abandon'd 
Name in our Iſland, Men of a Publick Spirit. 
Thus of the firſt Head, that it is an inſeparable 
Property of the People of God to ſeek the Good 
of Feruſalem. 5 


9 


"OS 


II. General. The Principle from which theſe 
excellent Perſons act, and which excites and ani- 
mates their Zeal for the Publick Good, is the 
true Religion which is profeſs'd and authoriz'd 
among them; Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
8 which is in Jeruſalem, I will ſeek thy 

00 . : 

Foyt © might here lay before you ſeveral other 
Conſiderations as Motives to ſeek the Publick 
Good. I ſhall but juſt name a few. 

Man was not born for himſelf, for his awn Eaſt 
and Accommodation, but ſent into the World 
for the Good of others: He is a ſociable Crea- 
ture, (Go axirmer, and human Society is found- 
ed upon Community and Commerce, It is the 
Voice of a Heathen, © A Man's Country, his 
% Friend, and others challenge great Part of 
1 5 N 1 
I might preſent you with Arguments drawn 
from the Examples of the old Romans, the Ho- 
ratii, Fabii, Scipio's, Cato s,, who were ſuch Lo- 
vers of their Country, as to hazard their Lives 
and Fortunes in the Defence of it. 


Fur- 
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Further: The Cauſe of the Publick is the 
Cauſe of qed; in which there is certainty. to 
proſper in the End, tho' we may be foil'd in the 
preſent Engagement. Many an Iſraelite with Joſi- 
ah may fall in Battle, but they ſhall come off Con- 
querors at laſt. God will maintain his own Cauſe, 
his mighty Arm will get himſelf the Victory. 
But this does by no means excuſe all prudent and 
warrantable Endeavours; it is rather an encou- 
raging Argument co be up and be doing; Pray fr 
the Peace of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love 
thee. Vf. | 

Once more: The Enemies of Feruſalem's Peace 
and Good are numerous and ſtrong; the Devil 
and «Antichriſt are in Confederacy+ againſt us, 
they are our ſworn Enemies, and very induftrious 
in ſeeking our Ruin, in ſapping the Foundations 
of our Publick Peace and Tranquillity; And 
ſhall we not as vigorouſly oppoſe them by coming 
out in a Body to the Help of the Lord againſt 
theſe mighty ones? h 


I might add in the laſt Place, that the Well- 3 


being of every private Man, depends on the Pub- 
lick Good; and in ſeeking of that, they take the 
moſt effectual Courſe to ſecure their Won. 
I cannot better compare the Publick, than to 
an. huge Ship on the Sea, toſs'd and ſhaken with 
a mighty Tempeſt, inſomuch, that ſhe is in great 
Danger of being caſt away, the Paſſengers for 

the moſt Part are in a pannick Fear, tho' ſome 
are ſecure and aſleep in the midſt of this Storm; 
But what do the generality on board her? Each 
Man is for packing up his All, ſecuring his own 
Treaſure, hoping that ſome eien ev 
| | Other 
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other will e them: Would you not look on! 
ſuch as Fools and Mad-men ? Whereas the wiſeſt 
Way would have been to ſet their Hands to the 
pump and Sails, to endeavour to keep the Veſſel 
ve Water, for if that ſinks, tis a great Chance 
Ai any of them eſcapes. So is it here; we are toſſing 
and Tambling upon the Waves of a tempeſtuous 
Sea, ready to be deſtroy'd by our unnatural Divi- 
fions at home, and the reſtleſs Malice of our Po- 
piſn Adverſaries abroad, and at the ſame time e- 
very one is for making his on Family, joining 
Houſe to Houſe, and laying Field to 
Ila. 5. 8. Field, till there be no Place, that they 
V9 ©. hy be' placed alone in the midſt of the 
Earth ; endeavouring to ſecure himſelf by means 
of his Wealrh and Grandure, to the ſcandalous 
Neglect of the Publick. Vain Man ! thy Welfare 
is bound up in the Publick, if that goes to wreck 
doſt thou hope to eſcape ? Believe me, thou doſt 
but deceive thy ſelf, and build Caftles in the Air; 
the only way to provide for thine own 1s to ſeek 
ay Good of others. . 
A s we are all horn Members of the World, as 
we are compatted into the Common-wealth, as 
we are incorporated into any Society, ſo by mu- 
tual Support, Aid and Defence, not oy the com- 
mon Welfare firſt, but our particular Benefit con- 
| ſequently does ſubſiſt; by hind'ring or prejudicing 
| them, the Publick firſt, in conſequence our par- 
| ticular Good does ſuffer ; ; - our thriving by the 
| common Injury will in the End turn to our own 
Loſs, as one particular Member of the Body, by 
| 
| 


* 


ſucking too much Nouriſhment to it ſelf, not on- 


iy (ncRngens the Health of the whole Body, bat 
| worketh 


j 


—— 
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3 its own Miſchief and Ruin. 
But not to inſiſt any longer on theſe Amtrak 
drawn from the Reaſon of Mankind and common 
Senſe, which, however, 1 do not ſee I could well 
omit ; David's Zeal for the Good of Jeruſalem was 
an Effect of his fincere Love to the Heuſe of his 
God, our Concern for the true Religion ſhould 
ſir up a Publick Spirit; this is a noble Principle, 
and if firmly believed, and duly attended unto, 
will not fail of making us Do, as well as Speak: 
Great Things. 
Religion, in the general Notion of i it, hath an 
Aptitude to infpire Men with an uncommon Cou- 
rage to engage in its Defence, The Brave Romans 
fought for their Gods, and the ſacred Rites of 
their Country, as well as for their Wivesand Chil- 
dren, Pro aris & focis was the Motto of their Stan- 
dards, and it hath been juſtly obſerv'd, that of 
all Wars thoſe which have been enter'd into from 
Principles of Religion and Conſcience, have pro- 
ved the moſt bloody and fatal ; it being natural 
to Mankind to be fond of their own, and the Re- 
ligion of their Country. 

What mad Work has a falſe Religion made in 
the World? Feroboam's Calves at Dan and Be- 
thel,cecaſion'd a long and deftruftive War between 
Judah and Iſrael ;, a Religious Zeal hath put Men 

upon the moſt deſperate Attemptsto promote that 
Principle and Party which they have once eſpoug'd, 
tho' it be never ſo corrupt, and contrary to the 
Truth; Great is Diana of the Epheſians in former 
Ages, and the Cry of the Churches Danger in the 
preſent, has ed Birth to the moſt reaſonable 
Riots and 2 Seditions in the State. 


-4 
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Perſecution in all its Shapes, the moſt violent 
and barbarous Proceedings againſt our Fellow- 
Creatures, have taken their Riſe hence; they have 
had their Beginning, receiv'd Strength, and gain'd 
Ground under the Notion of Zeal for Religion; 
St. Paul, before his Converſion is a moſt flagrant 
Inftance of this Truth, who naturally, it ſeems 
pretty plain fromhis ſoft and yielding Temper af- 
terwards, was far from being of a cruel Diſpoſi- 
tion, yet ſee how a blind Zeal tranſported him 
beyond all Bounds of Humanity and good Nature; 
IL. +: As for Saul (ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian) 
Acts 8. 3. he made Havock of the Church, entring 
1 into every Houſe, and haling Men and 
Women committed them to Priſon : He 

was in the Height of his Fury and 

Chap. 9. 1. Rage, breathing out Threatnings and 
* Slaughter, againſt the Diſciples of the 
Lord, when it pleaſed God to convert 

Gal. 1. 13. him; beyond meaſure he perſecuted the 
Church of God, and waſted it, being ex- 
 ceedingly zealous of the Traditions of his 

Fathers, See what an Account he gives 

Acts 26. 9. of himſelf in his Defence before A- 
10, &. grippa; I rwverily thought with my ſelf that 
I ought to do many things contrary to the 
Name of Jeſus of Nazareth, which thing J alſo did 
in Jeruſalem, and many of the Saints did I ſhut up in 
Priſon, having received Authority from the Chief 
Prieſts, and when they were put to Death I gave my 
Voice againſt them, and I puniſhed them oft in every 
Synagogue, and compelled them to blaſpheme ; and 
being exceedingly mad againſt them, I perſecuted them 
even unto ſtrange Cities : Thus ſpeedily were our 
| N Saviour's 
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Saviour's Words fulfilled which he ſpoke to his 
Diſciples; They ſhall put you out of the 
Synagogues ; yea, the Time cometh that | 
whoſoever killeth you will think that he doth.God Service. 

Now if Zeal for a falſe Religion can inſpire 
Men with ſo much Fire and Warmth, it is to be 
hoped the True Religion will have the ſame Ef 
fe&, only with this eſſential Difference, that, 
whereas the former makes Men Devils incarnate, 
to delight in nothing but bloody Cruelties, and 
butchering one another, the latter makes us like 
the bleſſed Angels of Light reſembling 
thoſe pure Spirits in Zeal for the Ser- Heb: i. 14. 
vice of a common Lord, and mini- 
ſtring unto the Good of Mankin cg. 
I be Chriſtian Religion breatheth the ſame Spi- 

rit of Love and Univerſal Goodneſs, which was 
ſo conſpicuous in the .Life and Example of its 
great Author, and which made up ſo conſiderable 
a Part of his Character, Learn of me bart 
(fays he) for I am meet and lowly in Matt. xi. 
Heart ; he took an Occaſion to waſh 7. i 
his Diſciples Feet, on purpoſe to teach 3 4 5. 8 
them how they ought alſo to waſh one 
anothers Feet; he preach'd Humility and Con- 
deſcenſion to them from this familiar Inſtance. 

The Precepts of Chriſtianity direct us to love 
our Neighbour as our ſelves, to tender his Inte- 
reſts as our own, that we ſhould not ſeek our own 
things, but concern our ſelves in the Good of o- 
thers ; it commandeth us to bear one anothers Bur- 
thens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt. Gal. vi. 2. 
The ftrong ought to bear the Infirmities Rom. xv. 
of the weak, and not to pleaſe themſelves, 1, 2. 

N 9 D ö but 


John xvi. 2. 
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but on the contrary, Let every one of u 3 bls 
Neighbour for his Good to Edification. 
T Cor. ix, We banda endeavour to become all things 


8 55 to all Men, that we might by all. means 


aue ſome. It chargeth us induſtriouſly 
1 bm 4 4. to employ our Pains, liberally to expend 


16, 17. our Goods, yea, in ſome Caſes willingly 


to expoſe and devote our Lives, for 


e Benefit of our Brethren. 


Theſe, however overlook'd in this dine 
Age, are Apoſtolical Precepts and Aphoriſms; 
theſe are fundamental Rules, and Maxims of our 


Holy Religion, and to enforce them we are re- 


preſented as Brethren of one Family, as 


| Rom-xii.5. Members of one Spiritual Body, Mem- 


© bers one of another: Now the Members 


1 Cof xi. ſhould have the fume Care one for another, 


23. | to avoid Schiſmin the Body; and as it 
follows in the next Verſe, Whaber one 


Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it; or one 


Member be honoured, all the Members rejoice with . 
So, ſhould we care for one another's Good as for 
our own, rejoicing with them in their proſperous 
State, and e with them in their adverſe 
one. 

In like manner we ſhould be ſuitably affected 
with the Circumſtances of the Church, bleed- 
ing in all her Wounds, and rejoicing in her 
Good; this is to act correſpondent to an Arti- 


cle of our Creed, The Communion of Saints. Da- 
vid makes uſe of it as an Argument, to wiſh 


the Proſperity of Feruſalem, in the Verſe before 
the Text, for my Brethren and Companions ſake, 
ſo he called the — of ** I will now ſay, 


Peace 


- 
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Peace be within thee, becauſe of the „ Chron, 
Houſe of the Lord our God I will ſeek xxviii. 2. 


thy Good. 
Thus the Chriſtian Religion (if well under- 
food) lays the moſt ſolid Foundation of a Pub- 
lick Uſefulneſs ; it inſpires Men with a noble, 
generous Spirit, not to confine their Thoughts 
and Cares to themſelves, but to extend them 
to the Good of others, eſpecially the Publick, 
to ſeek the Good of Jeruſalem. - 
And now, to bring the Point a little cloſer 
home to our ſelves, our preſent Circumſtances, 
it is no difficult Matter to ſhew what a noble 
Principle the Reformed Religion, and God be 
thanked, the Religion of our Country, is and 
ought to be, to excite in the Heart of every True 
Engliſbman a Publick Spirit, unwearied Endea- 
vours for the Security of our Laws and Liberties, 
in Oppoſition to Popery and Slavery. 
Popery is a Religion that has ſo little of the Spi- 
rit of God in it, as that it ſeems to be calcu- 
lated to ſerve quite another Intereſt than that of 
our only Lord and Maſter Chriſt ; *Tis Spiritual 
Felony, robbing the Redeemer of the Glory of 
his own Acquiſition, ſetting up Angels and de- 
parted Saints in competition with him, and in 
their ſolemn Adorations making the Mother of 
our Lord to rival it with her Son: Can there be 
_ a greater Iniquity ? 3 | | 
 Popery is a Religion that encourages all man- 
ner of Villany and Wickedneſs, it ſanctifies the 
baſeſt Perjuries, and moſt execrable Murthers ; 
nay, prompts the perpetrating of them with 


— 


o 


2 every 
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every ſeditious Riot, when they have been thought 
to. be for the Good of Mother-Church, at the 
fame time excommunicating heretical Princes (as 
they call thoſe of our Communion) and abſolving 
Subjects from their juſt Allegiance to them. 

Popery is a Religion, ſome of whoſe Dockrines, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Image-Worſhip, 
and the like, are contrary both to the common 
Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind. 5 . 

In a word, this Religion hath ſhed more Blood 
in the reformed World, than ever the Caligula's 
or Nero in the Roman Empire; they were mer- 
ciful Princes in Compariſon of ſome of our mo- 
dern ones. And is. this a Religion to be fond 
of? Have we any reaſon to deſire a Return of it 
into theſe lands, who know by fad Hiſtory what 
our glorious Anceſtors ſuffer'd in an adjacent 
Place, becauſe they would not conform unto 
it? Who have heard of the Maſſacre of above 
Two hundred thouſand Proteſtants for the ſame 
Cauſe? And who are continually allarm'd from 
publick Accounts with freſh Inſtances of Cruelty 
and Hardſhips upon our Fellow Chriſtians and 
: Confeſſors, in a neighbouring King- 

To conclude this melancholy Theme, in the 
Words of a late excellent Preacher, © Be aſto- 
<< niſh'd O ye Heavens, and tremble O Earth! 
thou haſt brought forth Men who will deſtroy 
< all whom they can't deceive, put out the Un- 
* derſtanding of all in their Communion, and 
d& tear out the Hearts of thoſe who are out of it. 


0 And 
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And now to beſpeak you in the Words of the 
Congregation of Iſrael to the Children of Reuben, 
and to the Children of Gad, and to the Half 
Tribe of Manaſſeh, Is the Iniquity of Peor | 
too little for us, from which we are not 17, 18. 
cleanſed until this Day (altho there was 
a Plague in the Congregation of the Lord) but that 
ye muſt turn away this Day from following the Lord? 
And it will be, ſeeing ye rebel this Day againſt the 
Lord, that to Morrow he will be wroth with the whole 
E of Urael. | | 

Is the Iniquity of the former Reigns too little 
for us, from which we are not cleanſed until this 
Day, but the Plague of God's Wrath is ſtill in 
the Land? Did not Achan the Son of 
Zerah (as that Brave and Publick-ſpi- Ver. 20. 
rited People go on) commit a Treſpaſs * _ 
in the accurſed Thing, and Wrath fell on all the Con- 
gregation of Iſrael, and that Man periſhed not alone 
in his Imquity? | . 
Stand up I be ſeech you Brethren in the Defence 
of the Laws and Liberties of your Country, the 
only Bulwark, and ſureſt Defence againſt this 
curſed Religion, which neceſſarily brings Sla- 
very, and every deſolating Evil with it: Tis 
the Cauſe of God and Chriſt, the beſt Cauſe 
in the World, fupported by a Parliamentary 
Conſtitution, and a Proteſtant Succeſſion; be of 

ood Courage, and let us play the Men, for our 
People, and for the Houſe, and Cities of our 
G | 


r with well doing to put to 


fllence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men, as te 


free, and not uſing your Liberty for 4 
. =, | Cloak 
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Cloak of eMaliciouſneſs, but as the Servants of 


God. Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, Fe 


God, Honour the Queen. i 24 3 
The Glory and Honour of a People conſiſts in 


its Happineſs, when the whole Body acts toge- 


ther, and conſpires in their Deſigns and Endeayours 
for the Common Good, This makes a People 


happy, flouriſhing in all Manner of Bleſſings. 
And ſeeing our Religion is ſo interwoven with the 


Laws of the Land, we ſhould be very bad Subjects 
in Iſrael, ſhould we not ſtand up for both of them; 
and in appearing for the Laws and Liberties of 
England, we become Patriots of our Country, and 
take the moſt effeftual Courſe to preſerve the 
Proteſtant Religion among us, and tranſmit it 
down to Poſterity. 

But alas! we are arriv'd to that Pitch of Selfiſh- 
neſs and covetous Concernedneſs for our own par- 
ticular Good, that I very much queſtion, whe- 


ther there is Honeſty enough, Generoſity, and 


Publick Spiritedneſs left in the Land to fave us; 
ſo that all the Deliverances that hitherto we have 


| Had, from the Happy Revolution to this Day, 


IIa. Ixiii. 


may be reſolv'd into that Language of God by the 
Prophet to his own People, I looked, 
PIE and there was none to Help, and I won- 
5 dered that there was none to Uphold.; 
therefore mine omn Arm brought Salvation unto me, 
and my Fury it upheld me. 33 

It was as degenerate an Age in which another 


Prophet liv'd, that not one Perſon could be found 


that had any Concern for the Good of his Coun- 
try, ſo as to interpoſe betwixt a ſinful, ſuffering 
Nation, and an offended God, to repair the 
W | wy Breach, 
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Breach, and prevent future Judgments by his In- 
terceſſion and Reformation; I ſought EU xz 
for a Man among them that ſhould make ; ” W „ 
up the Hedge, and ſtand in the Gap before Mor 
me for the Land, that I ſhould not deſtroy it, but I 
found none: Therefore have TI pour d out mine Indig- 
nation upon them, I have conſumed them with the 
Fire of my Wrath. \ RR i 55 Sn 
I would hope, that as bad as we are, we are 
not yet come to this paſs, but that there are ſome, 
even among us, who ſeriouſly lay to Heart the 
Nation's Peace, and as vigorouſly endeavour it; 
who are not afraid of the Nation's Enemies, I 
mean thoſe who would either privily or openly 
Subvert and Overthrow us by breaking down our 
Hedge, the Laws of the Land, and fo eaſily bring 
us under an Anti-chriftian Yoke. Wou'd to God! 
we were not already too much prepared for it. -- 
But let us beſeech Almighty God, that all 
Ranks and Degrees of Men among us, eſpecially 
the High Court of Parliament, the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Nation, in this their firſt Seſſion, in 
a very critical Juncture, may ſeek the Good of 
Feruſalem, the Things which are Jeſus Chriſt's, 
the Defence of our Religion, the Prefervation of 
our Laws, the Security of our Trade, the Advan- 
tage of our Commerce, and the Vindication of 
the Rights and Liberties of the People of England. 
And particularly for this antient and wealthy 
City, which hath been the Glory of the Proteſtant 
Religion, the ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Popery, - 
and the greateſt Encourager of Learning and 
Traffick. 


May 


28 The Heroick Chriſtian. 

May all its Miniſters be found faithful and ſuc- 
ceſsful, full of Zeal for the Glory of God, and 
unbiaſs'd Deſigns for the Good of Souls ! May 
its Magiſtrates be Men fearing God, loving the 
Truth, and hating. Covetouſneſs ! May its Inhabi- 
tants learn to do Juſtice, and love Mercy; turn 
from their evil Way, and from the Violence and 
Oppreſſion that is in their Hands, and heartily 
eſpouſe the Common Good and Welfare thereof, 
that Febovah Shammah might be our Name. 
The Lord is there! May we be delivered from all 
the Deſigns of our Popiſh Enemies, from all 
Bloody Maſſacres and Fiery Inquiſitions, from all 
Perſecution for Conſcience ſake! | 

In a word, Let us pray that Truth might ſpring 
out of the Earth, and Ryghteouſneſs loo down from 
Heaven. Then ſhall Glory dwell in our Land; 
yea, the Lord ſhall give that which is Good, and 
our Land ſhall yield her Increaſe. Righteouſneſs 
Mall go before him, and ſhall ſet us in the Way 
-of his Steps. 25 15 | 
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$7 7: And may we ſee the Good of Jeruſalem 

g IRS: all the Days of our Life; yea, may we ſee 
our Childrens Children, and Peace upon 
Iſrael! Let all the People ſay, Amen. 


FINIS. 


